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The “feature match” in AAC selection is “A collaborative process which involves using criterion-based assessment strategies to gather relevant information about a client’s communication and sensorimotor abilities and applying AAC expertise to match the appropriate array of AAC options that offer features relevant for meeting the person’s needs and skills” (Locast,OTR & Marx,MS, CCC-SLP, 2020). It uses evidence based practices to determine the best AT for a student and what needs are required to be met with the use of AT.
            Feature match is instrumental in the selection of AAC for individual students because it allows the ESE teacher and the School team to decide what is essential based on evidence from the assessments given to a student. By using the feature matching the individual needs of the student can be determined and the proper AT can be prepared and implemented by the learning team. Feature Matching takes the guess work out of the IEP process as well because the trial period of the AT’s use allows for the student and team to see if it is a good fit for the  interventions and communications of the student. (CCC-SLP, 2020)
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            Feature matching is the process of matching a user’s strengths, abilities, and needs to the best possible assistive technology devices, tools, or systems.  It is important to consider what the individual’s physical, sensory, cognitive, or other limitations are in order to find the correct technology that will help them to overcome those challenges.
            Feature matching tends to consist of a comprehensive assessment where key features of assistive technology are evaluated in order to ensure it meets the needs of the user, that it is appropriate for the user, and also has the ability to grow with the user.
For example:
· purpose of use (expressive, receptive, organizational)
· output (digitized, synthesized, type of voice, no voice output, etc)
· speech settings (voice recognition, recording, volume, dictation)
· customization (size, color, text, buttons, orientation)
· type of support services are available
· upgrades
· mounted, held, or made portable
· battery life
            Feature matching is instrumental in the selection of AAC for students because its purpose is to support the user and help them access a better quality of life. An AAC that is hard to use or that does not have features that meet the needs of the user can amplify the person’s challenges, amplify their frustration, and be completely counterproductive. Since individuals with disabilities vary significantly from one person to the other, feature matching is a critical first step in determining which AAC will benefit the user most.
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